
Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance 

and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, © 

2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd 

Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist 

Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)

2 January 2022 Second Sunday after the Nativity

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY2 JANUARY 2022

THE WORD Year C • Psalter Week 2

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
When a profound silence covered all things
and night was in the middle of its course,
your all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded  
 from heaven’s royal throne.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,

splendour of faithful souls,

graciously be pleased to fill the world with  

 your glory,

and show yourself to all peoples by the  

 radiance of your light.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  

 the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2. 8-12

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.

Wisdom speaks her own praises,

in the midst of her people she glories in  

 herself.

She opens her mouth in the assembly of the  

 Most High, 

she glories in herself in the presence of the  

 Mighty One.

“Then the creator of all things instructed me, 

and he who created me fixed a place for my  

  tent.

He said, ‘Pitch your tent in Jacob,

make Israel your inheritance.’

From eternity, in the beginning, he created  

  me, 

and for eternity I shall remain.

I ministered before him in the holy   

  tabernacle, 

and thus was I established on Zion.

In the beloved city he has given me rest, 

and in Jerusalem I wield my authority.

I have taken root in a privileged people, 

in the Lord’s property, in his inheritance.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 147

Response:

The Word was made flesh, 
and lived among us.
or

Alleluia!

1.  O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!

  Zion, praise your God!

  He has strengthened the bars of your  

   gates, 

  he has blessed the children within you. (R.)
2.  He established peace on your borders, 

  he feeds you with finest wheat.

  He sends out his word to the earth

  and swiftly runs his command. (R.)
3.  He makes his word known to Jacob,

  to Israel his laws and decrees.

  He has not dealt thus with other nations; 

  he has not taught them his decrees. (R.)

SECOND READING  Ephesians 1:3-6. 15-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Ephesians.

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us with all the 

spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. Before 

the world was made, he chose us, chose us 

in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to live 

through love in his presence, determining 

that we should become his adopted sons, 

through Jesus Christ, for his own kind 

purposes, to make us praise the glory of his 

grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved.

 That will explain why I, having once heard 

about your faith in the Lord Jesus, and the 

love that you show towards all the saints, 

have never failed to remember you in my 

prayers and to thank God for you. May the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 

perception of what is revealed, to bring you 

to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten 

the eyes of your mind so that you can see 

what hope his call holds for you, what rich 

glories he has promised the saints will 

inherit.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the  
 pagans;
glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by the  
 world. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  John 1:1-18

(For shorter form, read between > <)

>A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to John.

In the beginning was the Word:

the Word was with God

and the Word was God.

He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things came to be, 

not one thing had its being but through him.

All that came to be had life in him

and that life was the light of men,

a light that shines in the dark,

a light that darkness could not overpower.<

A man came, sent by God.

His name was John.

He came as a witness,

as a witness to speak for the light,

so that everyone might believe through him.

He was not the light,

only a witness to speak for the light.

>The Word was the true light

that enlightens all men;

and he was coming into the world.

He was in the world

that had its being through him,

and the world did not know him.

He came to his own domain

and his own people did not accept him.

But to all who did accept him

he gave power to become children of God, 

to all who believe in the name of him 

who was born not out of human stock

or urge of the flesh

or will of man

but of God himself.

The Word was made flesh,

he lived among us,

and we saw his glory,

the glory that is his as the only Son of the  

 Father, 

full of grace and truth.< 

John appears as his witness. He proclaims:

“This is the one of whom I said:

he who comes after me

ranks before me

because he existed before me.”

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us,  

 received – 

yes, grace in return for grace, 

since, though the Law was given through  

 Moses, 

grace and truth have come through Jesus  

 Christ.

No one has ever seen God;

it is the only Son, who is nearest to the  

 Father’s heart, 

who has made him known.

>The Gospel of the Lord.<

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
 Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
 and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Sanctify, O Lord, the offerings we make

on the Nativity of your Only Begotten Son,

for by it you show us the way of truth

and promise the life of the heavenly Kingdom.

Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
To all who would accept him,
he gave the power to become children of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God, we humbly ask you,

that, through the working of this mystery,

our offences may be cleansed

and our just desires fulfilled.

Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.

Year C • Psalter Week 2

Our Gospel passage today is one very familiar to us all. It consists of 
the opening verses of the Fourth Gospel and presents the incarnate 
Word of God in terms reminiscent of the figure of Wisdom in the Hebrew 
scriptures. 

The Word was with God in the beginning and was God’s agent in creation. The themes of 

light, life, believing, glory and truth will all feature prominently in the Johannine narrative.

The sentence which is particularly significant for us at this time of Christmas is “The Word 

was made flesh, he lived among us.” There can be no stronger affirmation of the dignity 

of human nature than this, to say that God entered our world as one of us. 

Word implies communication. The Christmas mystery is all about God reaching out 

to human beings in the most radical way imaginable. God is offering the chance of an 

intimate relationship. However, John’s Prologue acknowledges that not all people will 

accept the Word, and that Jesus is rejected is another major theme in the story. Ultimately, 

everyone has to make a choice and on this judgement hangs. But at this time, the liturgy 

is asking us to consider the length to which God was prepared to go in reaching out to 

human beings. The crib is the artistic illustration of this belief. 

Read John 1:1-18 (or the shorter version in 

your Missal or Mass book) quietly and let 

the text speak to you. This is one form of 

meditation.

DO

THE WORD 
BECAME 
FLESH 
(JOHN 1:1-18)

A
nother important theme in John’s 

Gospel account is that of Jesus as 

the revealer of God. God’s purpose 

in revelation is to invite human beings, 

such as ourselves, into relationship that 

is characterised as friendship. This is 

the activity of Wisdom in the Hebrew 

scriptures and which Jesus carries out in 

his ministry. 

A couple of years ago, a team of young 

footballers was trapped by rising flood 

water in a cave in Thailand. Their coach 

kept them calm until rescuers arrived 

by helping them to meditate. Someone 

remarked that they were Buddhists, so 

there were accustomed to meditating: 

this implied that Christians would not 

do the same. But there is an ancient 

Christian tradition of meditation or 

mental prayer, which helps to bring us 

into contact with God and to see our life 

in a proper perspective. 

Perhaps the best way of considering our 

Gospel passage today might be to take 

it and reflect on it slowly and quietly and 

let it speak to us. It tells of the existence 

of the Word before the incarnation, of the 

Word’s part in creation and of glory being 

revealed, which will happen at Cana in 

Galilee and on the cross. 

The Word addressed to us looks for a 

response and the Prologue foretells the 

double answer from human beings. 

One purpose of the liturgy is to help us 

grow in our appreciation of our faith and 

what it should mean in our daily life. If 

our Christmas devotions leave us at a 

sentimental level about the infant Jesus, 

they are not helping us develop an adult 

belief in God and God’s place among and 

within us. It is worth meditating on this 

reading. 

REFLECT

The Logos (Word) in the Prologue to the 

Gospel according to John corresponds to 

the female figure of Wisdom in the Hebrew 

scriptures.

The Fourth Gospel presents Jesus 

as conscious of his existence 

with God before his human birth.

The Prologue says, in some translations, that 

the Word “pitched his tent among us”.

LEARN

SAY

he lived among us.
(John 1:14)
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD2 JANUARY 2022

THE WORD Year C • Psalter Week 2

2 January 2022 Year C • Psalter Week 2 The Epiphany of the Lord

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and  
 dominion.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who on this day
revealed your Only Begotten Son to the  
 nations
by the guidance of a star,
grant in your mercy
that we, who know you already by faith,
may be brought to behold the beauty of your  
 sublime glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has  
 come,
the glory of the Lord is rising on you,
though night still covers the earth
and darkness the peoples.

Above you the Lord now rises
and above you his glory appears.
The nations come to your light
and kings to your dawning brightness.

Lift up your eyes and look round:
all are assembling and coming towards you,
your sons from far away
and daughters being tenderly carried.

At this sight you will grow radiant,
your heart throbbing and full;
since the riches of the sea will flow to you;
the wealth of the nations come to you;

camels in throngs will cover you,
and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;
everyone in Sheba will come,
bringing gold and incense
and singing the praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Ps 71

Response:
All nations shall fall prostrate before you,  
 O Lord.

1.  O God, give your judgement to the king,
  to a king’s son your justice,
  that he may judge your people in justice
  and your poor in right judgement. (R.)
2.  In his days justice shall flourish

  and peace till the moon fails.
  He shall rule from sea to sea,
  from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)
3.  The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts

  shall pay him tribute.
  The kings of Sheba and Seba
  shall bring him gifts.
  Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
  all nations shall serve him. (R.)
4.  For he shall save the poor when they cry

  and the needy who are helpless.
  He will have pity on the weak
  and save the lives of the poor. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians.

You have probably heard how I have been 
entrusted by God with the grace he meant 
for you, and that it was by a revelation that 
I was given the knowledge of the mystery. 
This mystery that has now been revealed 
through the Spirit to his holy apostles and 
prophets was unknown to any men in past 
generations; it means that pagans now share 
the same inheritance, that they are parts of 
the same body, and that the same promise 
has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, 
through the gospel.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
We saw his star as it rose
and have come to do the Lord homage.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL    Matthew 2:1-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in 
Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some 
wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. 
“Where is the infant king of the Jews”? they 
asked. “We saw his star as it rose and have 
come to do him homage.” When King Herod 
heard this he was perturbed, and so was the 
whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the 
chief priests and the scribes of the people, 
and enquired of them where the Christ was to 
be born. “At Bethlehem in Judaea,” they told 
him “for this is what the prophet wrote:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
you are by no means least among the  
  leaders of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader
who will shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod summoned the wise men to 
see him privately. He asked them the exact 
date on which the star had appeared, and 
sent them on to Bethlehem. “Go and find 
out all about the child,” he said “and when 
you have found him, let me know, so that I 
too may go and do him homage.” Having 
listened to what the king had to say, they set 
out. And there in front of them was the star 
they had seen rising; it went forward and 
halted over the place where the child was. 
The sight of the star filled them with delight, 

and going into the house they saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and falling to their 
knees they did him homage. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they 
were warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, and returned to their own country by 
a different way.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look with favour, Lord, we pray,
on these gifts of your Church,
in which are offered now not gold or  
 frankincense or myrrh,
but he who by them is proclaimed,
sacrificed and received, Jesus Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
We have seen his star in the East,
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Go before us with heavenly light, O Lord,
always and everywhere,
that we may perceive with clear sight
and revere with true affection
the mystery in which you have willed us to  
 participate.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Only Matthew recounts the visit of the magi. These are an unnumbered group 
of scholars from the East, who have been led to Jerusalem by a natural event, 
the unexpected appearance of a star.

In several secular cultures, this indicated the birth of a significant person who would 
influence human history. For Matthew’s Jewish members of the Christian community, it 
would remind them of the prophecy that “a star will rise from Jacob”. As Gentiles, they 
have only natural revelation to suggest what is really happening: they have to come to 
Jerusalem to consult those familiar with the scriptural word of God to help them complete 
their search. 

Their question about “the king of the Jews” reflects the later charge on the cross: we 
might remember that the Infancy Narratives state the themes which will be developed in 
the later Gospel narratives: an important motif in Matthew is the inclusion of non-Jewish 
converts to the Christian community, represented here by the magi.

Bethlehem is the city of David, the ideal (and idealised) king of the Jewish nation. Herod 
was not an Israelite king, so any mention of “king of the Jews” would be a threat to him 
and his authority, which explains his desire to find out the location of the child.

At Bethlehem, the magi enter the house of Joseph and Mary and worship the child Jesus. 
They present three symbolic gifts, which tell something of the nature of Jesus, that he is 
king (gold), divine Son of God (incense) and will die and be buried (myrrh).

Finally, the motif of dream returns. Joseph has been guided in this way throughout the 
story: now God guides the magi in their homeward journey. n 

SAY
All people are parts of the 
same body and share the same 
promise through Christ Jesus.
(see Ephesians 3:6)

Visit the Epiphany crib in your parish church 
or set out separately the magi figures in 
your home crib set. Reflect on what this tells 
you about your parish community and the 
Church in general.

DO

The magi were scholars from the 
East, people probably who studied the 
stars and other natural phenomena.

Matthew mentions three gifts, not three 
individuals who brought them.

The Epiphany feast emphasises the universal 
nature of the people of God, the Church, 
meditates upon it and puts it into practice.

LEARN

There has been, in recent years, an 
alarming increase in nationalist 
sentiment in many countries. 

We might reflect, on this feast of the 
Epiphany, on the difference between 
patriotism and nationalism. 

Patriotism is a justifiable pride in our 
own people’s history and culture. It 
emphasises the positive aspects of 
what our nation is and stands for: it 
sees how we relate to other national 
groups in terms of diplomacy, trade, 
language and so on. It sees our nation 
as one among equals.

Nationalism is a negative emotion: it 
sees our nation as superior to others; 
consequently, members of other 
nations are inferior to ourselves and 
so can be treated as such. Many of the 
tragedies, international, national and 
personal, at the present time, can be 
traced back to this attitude.

The feast of the Epiphany calls us to 
embrace all human beings, irrespective 
of race, colour or creed, as equals in 
the sight of God. The magi are often 
represented in our cribs as European, 
African and Asian. Our Eucharistic 
celebrations should also be a living 
crib, reflecting the diversity of God’s 
creation and God’s children. The 
Church is the people of God in all 
its national diversity, humanity and 
personal differences. The glorious 
feast of the Epiphany encourages us to 
acknowledge and celebrate this. n

REFLECT

FAR EAST AND MIDDLE EAST  
(MATTHEW 2:1-12)
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
After the Lord was baptised, the heavens  
 were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon him like a  
 dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am  
 well pleased.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,

who, when Christ had been baptised in the  

 River Jordan

and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,

solemnly declared him your beloved Son,

grant that your children by adoption,

reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,

may always be well pleasing to you.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  

 the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

“Console my people, console them”

says your God.

“Speak to the heart of Jerusalem

and call to her

that her time of service is ended, 

that her sin is atoned for,

that she has received from the hand of the  

 Lord

double punishment for her crimes.”

A voice cries, “Prepare in the wilderness

a way for the Lord.

Make a straight highway for our God

across the desert.

Let every valley be filled in,

every mountain and hill be laid low,

let every cliff become a plain,

and the ridges a valley;

then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed

and all mankind shall see it;

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Go up on a high mountain,

joyful messenger to Zion.

Shout with a loud voice,

joyful messenger to Jerusalem.

Shout without fear,

say to the towns of Judah,

“Here is your God.”

Here is the Lord coming with power,

his arm subduing all things to him.

The prize of his victory is with him, 

his trophies all go before him.

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,

gathering lambs in his arms,

holding them against his breast

and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 103

Response:

Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you are.

1.  Lord God, how great you are,

  clothed in majesty and glory,

  wrapped in light as in a robe!

  You stretch out the heavens like a tent. (R.)

2.  Above the rains you build your dwelling.

  You make the clouds your chariot,

  you walk on the wings of the wind,

  you make the winds your messengers

  and flashing fire your servants. (R.)

3.  How many are your works, O Lord!

  In wisdom you have made them all.

  The earth is full of your riches.

  There is the sea, vast and wide,

  with its moving swarms past counting,

  living things great and small. (R.)

4.  All of these look to you

  to give them their food in due season.

  You give it, they gather it up:

  you open your hand, they have their fill.  

   (R.)

5.  You take back your spirit, they die,

  returning to the dust from which they  

   came.

  You send forth your spirit, they are  

   created;

  and you renew the face of the earth. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus.

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has 

made salvation possible for the whole human 

race and taught us that what we have to do 

is to give up everything that does not lead to 

God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must 

be self-restrained and live good and religious 

lives here in this present world, while we 

are waiting in hope for the blessing which 

will come with the Appearing of the glory of 

our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He 

sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free 

from all wickedness and to purify a people so 

that it could be his very own and would have 

no ambition except to do good.

 When the kindness and love of God our 

saviour for mankind were revealed, it was 

not because he was concerned with any 

righteous actions we might have done 

ourselves; it was for no reason except his 

own compassion that he saved us, by means 

of the cleansing water of rebirth and by 

renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he 

has so generously poured over us through 

Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so 

that we should be justified by his grace, to 

become heirs looking forward to inheriting 

eternal life. 

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Someone is coming, said John, someone  
 greater than I.
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and  
 with fire.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Luke 3:15-16. 21-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke. 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among 

the people, who were beginning to think that 

John might be the Christ, so John declared 

before them all, “I baptise you with water, but 

someone is coming, someone who is more 

powerful than I am and I am not fit to undo 

the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

 Now when all the people had been baptised 

and while Jesus after his own baptism was 

at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit 

descended on him in bodily shape, like a 

dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You 

are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 

you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
 Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
 and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the offerings

we have brought to honour the revealing of  

 your beloved Son,

so that the oblation of your faithful

may be transformed into the sacrifice of him

who willed in his compassion

to wash away the sins of the world.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold the One of whom John said:
I have seen and testified that this is the Son  
 of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished with these sacred gifts,

We humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord,

that, faithfully listening to your Only Begotten  

 Son, 

we may be your children in name and in truth.

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD9 JANUARY 2022

THE WORD Year C •  Psalter Week 1

9 January 2022 Year C • Psalter Week 1 The Baptism of the Lord

We find mention of Jesus’ being baptised at the beginning of all four 
Gospel versions. However, this presents a couple of problems, which 
Luke carefully avoids. 

If John the Baptist baptises Jesus, does not this suggest that he is, somehow, greater 

than the one whom he baptises? Also, may this ritual not suggest that Jesus is a sinner in 

need of repentance? In the first part of our Gospel reading, John clearly declares himself 

to be the forerunner to the one more powerful. This person will bring a baptism, not of 

water, but of the Holy Spirit and of fire, the two elements which we find later in the Lukan 

writings at Pentecost, the last act of the Easter mystery. 

Luke is also, like the other evangelists, beginning the story of Jesus’ ministry. He wants 

our focus to be on the person and activity of Jesus, so he deftly removes John the Baptist 

from the narrative. There is room for only one major character on the stage at a time. The 

office of prophet passes from the Baptist to Jesus. This idea of the prophet will be a major 

theme in Luke’s Gospel account. 

The baptism of Jesus is another epiphany. Luke presents it as a personal, interior 

experience of Jesus, rather than one addressed to the wider group present. However, 

we are given a glimpse of this revelation by the author, that Jesus is God’s “Son, the 

Beloved”. The stage is now set for Jesus to embark on his ministry. 

W
hy did Jesus present himself 
for baptism from John? Luke 
actually plays down John’s 

role; he does not give any details 
about the ritual itself, or who carried 
it out. He avoids any suggestion that 
Jesus was guilty of sin which had to 
be forgiven. So what was the point?

Perhaps the solution to this 
conundrum might lie in the idea of 
solidarity. Jesus wished to show that 
he identified himself with all those 
people (including ourselves) who 
want to live a decent human life 
under the word of God. This means 
acknowledging shortcomings and 
intending to do better in future. 

The idea of missing the mark¸ of 
falling short, is at the root of the most 
common New Testament word for sin. 
The notion that most Christian people 
are in open revolt against the will of 
God by greatly sinning is not implied 
in falling short. Perhaps by being 
baptised, Jesus is saying that he is 
on the side of all those who are doing 
their best, despite their weaknesses, 
and that it is this attempt to live up to 
the ideals of the Gospel that is more 
important. One feature of ideals is that 
they are usually (just?) out of reach, 
but it is the effort to live up to them 
that is most important. If we fail, it is 
not the end of the world: this seems 
to be what Jesus kept striving to tell 
people throughout his ministry. So 
let’s keep trying! 

REFLECT

Put some water in a bowl: make the sign 

of the cross with it and renew your own 

baptismal commitment to God in Jesus.

DO

The baptism of Jesus is an epiphany: he is 

revealed as the Son of God.

The word epiphany means showing or 

revealing: the event tells us something about 

who Jesus really is.

The four Gospel narratives properly begin 

with the figure and ministry of John the 

Baptist.

LEARN

SAY

The Lord will bless his 
people with peace.
(Psalm 28:11)

JESUS IS BAPTISED: WHY? 
(LUKE 3:15-16. 21-22)

Stained glass window in the Cathedral of Brussels, Belgium, depicting Jesus’ baptism in the 
Jordan by John the Baptist
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W
e have to read each of the 

Gospel accounts according to 

its author’s understanding of 

Jesus and this will affect how the other 

characters in the story appear. We are 

not dealing with biography or history, 

but with expressions of faith. Thus the 

Jesus of the Fourth Gospel is different 

from the figure presented by the 

Synoptic evangelists. He is much more 

conscious of his coming from God and 

of his relationship with the Father. 

There is a natural inclination to import 

details from other Gospel accounts 

into any of the versions, especially 

if we find passages difficult to 

understand, but in doing so we can 

dilute the meaning of the text in front 

of us. In the present case, we can think 

that it is about Jesus responding to 

the hint or request of his mother. But 

there is something more profound at 

work. His (unnamed) mother is the first 

person to show unconditional trust 

in Jesus. The more important words 

she says are those addressed to the 

servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

She has no idea what Jesus is going to 

do, but she trusts him. 

It is this trust (or faith) which leads 

to Jesus revealing his glory and to 

the disciples “believing in him”. 

This is far more important than 

rescuing the wedding party from their 

embarrassment.  

REFLECT

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All the earth shall bow down before you,  
 O God,
and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, O Most High!

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,

who govern all things,

both in heaven and on earth,

mercifully hear the pleading of your people

and bestow your peace on our times.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  

 the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 62:1-5

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

About Zion I will not be silent,

about Jerusalem I will not grow weary,

until her integrity shines out like the dawn

and her salvation flames like a torch.

The nations then will see your integrity,

all the kings your glory,

and you will be called by a new name,

one which the mouth of the Lord will confer.

You are to be a crown of splendour in the  

 hand of the Lord,

a princely diadem in the hand of your God;

no longer are you to be named “Forsaken”,

nor your land “Abandoned”,

but you shall be called “My Delight”

and your land “The Wedded”;

for the Lord takes delight in you

and your land will have its wedding.

Like a young man marrying a virgin,

so will the one who built you wed you,

and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride,

so will your God rejoice in you.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 95

Response:

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord 
among all the peoples.

1.  O sing a new song to the Lord,

  sing to the Lord all the earth.

  O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)

2.  Proclaim his help day by day,

  tell among the nations his glory

  and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.)

3.  Give the Lord, you families of peoples,

  give the Lord glory and power,

  give the Lord the glory of his name. (R.)

4.  Worship the Lord in his temple.

  O earth, tremble before him.

  Proclaim to the nations: “God is king.”

  He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.)

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 12:4-11

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians.

There is a variety of gifts but always the same 

Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, 

but always to the same Lord; working in all 

sorts of different ways in different people, it is 

the same God who is working in all of them. 

The particular way in which the Spirit is given 

to each person is for a good purpose. One 

may have the gift of preaching with wisdom 

given him by the Spirit; another may have 

the gift of preaching instruction given him by 

the same Spirit; and another the gift of faith 

given by the same Spirit; another again the 

gift of healing, through this one Spirit; one, the 

power of miracles; another, prophecy; another 

the gift of recognising spirits; another the gift 

of tongues and another the ability to interpret 

them. All these are the work of one and the 

same Spirit, who distributes different gifts to 

different people just as he chooses.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life: 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  John 2:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

John.

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. 

The mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus 

and his disciples had also been invited. 

When they ran out of wine, since the wine 

provided for the wedding was all finished, 

the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 

have no wine.” Jesus said, “Woman, why 

turn to me? My hour has not come yet.” His 

mother said to the servants, “Do whatever 

he tells you.” There were six stone water 

jars standing there, meant for the ablutions 

that are customary among the Jews: each 

could hold twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus 

said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water,” 

and they filled them to the brim. “Draw 

some out now,” he told them, “and take it 

to the steward.” They did this; the steward 

tasted the water, and it had turned into wine. 

Having no idea where it came from – only the 

servants who had drawn the water knew – 

the steward called the bridegroom and said, 

“People generally serve the best wine first, 

and keep the cheaper sort till the guests have 

had plenty to drink; but you have kept the 

best wine till now.”

 This was the first of the signs given by 

Jesus: it was given at Cana in Galilee. He let 

his glory be seen, and his disciples believed 

in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant us, O Lord, we pray,

that we may participate worthily in these  

 mysteries,

for whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is 

 celebrated

the work of our redemption is accomplished.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
You have prepared a table before me,
and how precious is the chalice that  
 quenches my thirst.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Pour on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love,

and in your kindness

make those you have nourished

by this one heavenly Bread

one in mind and heart.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

16 January 2022 Year C • Psalter Week 2 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME16 JANUARY 2022 

THE WORD Year C • Psalter Week 2

Although our Gospel readings in this liturgical year are taken from the 
account of Luke, the scene is set for the ministry of Jesus by the story of 
the first of Jesus’ signs in the narrative of John the evangelist, the well-
known episode of the marriage feast at Cana in Galilee. 

The person first invited was apparently the mother of Jesus, to whom John never refers 

by name. The mother is accompanied by Jesus and his disciples, who have not yet come 

to a proper understanding of who Jesus is.

In the Bible, a marriage feast with an abundance of food and wine is used to symbolise 

the messianic kingdom in its completeness. The exhausting of the supplies provided is the 

occasion for the revealing of Jesus’ glory and the beginning of people putting their faith in 

him. The final manifestation of this glory comes with “the hour” of Jesus, which forms the 

core of his rebuke to his mother’s pointing out the need of the moment.

Perhaps we might concentrate on the unconditional faith, or trust, shown by the mother 

of Jesus. The main relationship in the Fourth Gospel is between Jesus and the Father: 

anyone else is outside of this. The point is that his mother shows unconditional trust in 

Jesus without any clue from the Gospel narrative as to why she should. She tells the 

servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” It is her complete trust in Jesus which leads to his 

revealing his glory and the disciples putting their faith and trust in him. The scene is set 

for his ministry which will culminate in the full revelation of his glory on the cross. 

Pour a glass or cup of water. Think of the 

first sign of Jesus and, like the disciples, put 

your trust in him.

DO

In the biblical languages, the terms “faith” 

and “trust”, or “believing” and “trusting”, 

are often interchangeable.

 

In the Fourth Gospel, the mother of 

Jesus and the disciple whom Jesus 

loved are never referred to by name.

 

The changing of water into wine is a symbol 

of the arrival of the messianic kingdom in the 

person and ministry of Jesus.

LEARN

SAY
Do whatever he tells you.
(John 2:5)

DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU! (JOHN 2:1-11)

Stained glass window depicting the wedding feast of Cana and Jesus turning water into wine
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
In his presence are majesty and splendour,
strength and honour in his holy place.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,

direct our actions according to your good  

 pleasure,

that in the name of your beloved Son

we may abound in good works...

Amen.

FIRST READING Nehemiah 8:2-6. 8-10

A reading from the book of Nehemiah.

Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 

assembly, consisting of men, women, and 

children old enough to understand. This was 

the first day of the seventh month. On the 

square before the Water Gate, in the presence 

of the men and women, and children old 

enough to understand, he read from the book 

from early morning to noon; all the people 

listened attentively to the Book of the Law.

 Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais 

erected for the purpose. In full view of all the 

people – since he stood higher than all the 

people – Ezra opened the book; and when 

he opened it all the people stood up. Then 

Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all 

the people raised their hands and answered, 

“Amen! Amen!”; then they bowed down and, 

face to the ground, prostrated themselves 

before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law 

of God, translating and giving the sense, so 

that the people understood what was read.

 Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and 

Ezra, priest and scribe (and the Levites who 

were instructing the people) said to all the 

people, “This day is sacred to the Lord your 

God. Do not be mournful, do not weep.” For 

the people were all in tears as they listened to 

the words of the Law. 

 He then said, “Go, eat the fat, drink the 

sweet wine, and send a portion to the man 

who has nothing prepared ready. For this day 

is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy 

of the Lord is your stronghold.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 18

Response:

Your words are spirit, Lord,
and they are life.

1.  The law of the Lord is perfect,

it revives the soul.

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,

it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

2.  The precepts of the Lord are right,

they gladden the heart.

The command of the Lord is clear,

it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

3.  The fear of the Lord is holy, 

abiding for ever.

The decrees of the Lord are truth

and all of them just. (R.)

4.  May the spoken words of my mouth,

the thoughts of my heart,

win favour in your sight, O Lord,

my rescuer, my rock! (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-14. 27

Long form 2 Corinthians 12:12-30

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the

Corinthians.

Just as a human body, though it is made

up of many parts, is a single unit because all

these parts, though many, make one body, so

it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all

baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as

well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to

us all to drink. 

Nor is the body to be identified with any of 

its many parts. 

Now you together are Christ’s body; but 

each of you is a different part of it.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord has sent me to bring the good  
 news to the poor, 
to proclaim liberty to captives.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Luke 1:1-4. 4:14-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke.

Seeing that many others have undertaken 

to draw up accounts of the events that have 

taken place among us, exactly as these were 

handed down to us by those who from the 

outset were eye witnesses and ministers of 

the word, I in my turn, after carefully going 

over the whole story from the beginning, 

have decided to write an ordered account for 

you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency may 

learn how well founded the teaching is that 

you have received.

 Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, 

returned to Galilee; and his reputation spread 

throughout the countryside. He taught in 

their synagogues and everyone praised him.

 He came to Nazara, where he had been 

brought up, and went into the synagogue on 

the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood 

up to read, and they handed him the scroll 

of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he 

found the place where it is written:

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,  

  for he has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring the good news to  

  the poor,

to proclaim liberty to captives

and to the blind new sight,

to set the downtrodden free,

to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 

the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in 

the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he 

began to speak to them, “This text is being 

fulfilled today even as you listen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 

Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 

Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept our offerings, O Lord, we pray,

and in sanctifying them

grant that they may profit us for salvation.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Look toward the Lord and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant, we pray, almighty God,

that, receiving the grace

by which you bring us to new life,

we may always glory in your gift.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

23 January 2022 Year C • Psalter Week 3 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

SAY
Wherever there is the 
sea, there is the taste of 
salt: wherever there is 
truth, there is the taste of 
freedom.
(Quote from Thought for the Day)

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME23 JANUARY 2022

THE WORD Year C • Psalter Week 3

Luke had access to the Gospel of Mark when 

writing his own account.

The central line of the section about Jesus 

in the synagogue at Nazareth is “to the blind 

new sight”.

This is a key idea in Luke’s account, along 

with that of the Spirit.

 

LEARN

We begin today our reading of the Gospel of Luke, our Gospel text for this 
season of “Ordinary Time”. 

Luke opens his account with a dedication to his patron, Theophilus, with an explanation 

of his reasons for embarking on a work which others – in his view, unsatisfactorily 

– had done before him. He stresses the research he had done on the sources from 

“eyewitnesses and ministers of the word”, thus assuring his readers that the material he is 

presenting is reliable, but better ordered than those others currently available at his time 

of writing.

Our extract then passes to the outset of Jesus’ ministry, carried out in “the power of the 

Spirit”, a recurrent theme in Luke’s version. He situates Jesus very much in the tradition 

of the Israelite prophets by presenting him as quoting from the prophet Isaiah when 

announcing his programme in the synagogue at Nazareth. The focal point of this scene is 

the line “to the blind new sight”. The theme of seeing is important in Luke’s Gospel, so we 

should be aware of that and all related terms, such as blindness. It is interesting that the 

evangelist talks about restoring sight to blind people: we might remember when listening 

to the Gospel extracts that Jesus is giving back vision to people who have lost it, rather 

than granting sight to people born without it. 

J
esus’ programme for his ministry is 

set very much in terms of liberation; 

his message is one of good news. 

He announces a jubilee year, one during 

which sin is forgiven, debts are cancelled 

and people are given the chance of a 

new start. At the heart of this mission is 

recovery of vision which has been lost, 

not necessarily through bad will but just 

through the daily round of ordinary life. 

We can become absorbed in the cares 

and worries of life and thoughts of faith 

and our relationship with God can be 

pushed to the back of our mind.

That is why our weekly celebration of  

the Eucharist is so important: it keeps 

our vision clear and reminds us of the 

person we would like to be and are trying 

to become. 

Many people say that Luke’s version 

is their favourite Gospel. His picture of 

Jesus is gentle and accepting. At the 

same time, Luke is clear about the danger 

of wealth, that it can be an obstacle to 

being a disciple of Jesus. We know that 

we cannot survive without money and 

shelter, but Luke is asking us to keep a 

sense of proportion, to ask ourselves 

what is really important in our lives. 

Perhaps the passage from Isaiah is 

telling us that our faith should be freeing, 

liberating and not a burden. There is a 

saying that “wherever the sea is, there 

is the taste of salt: wherever there is 

truth, there is the taste of freedom”. As 

we consider the heart of Jesus’ message 

being restoring “to the blind new sight”, 

we might keep that in mind.  

REFLECT

Take a good look around you: thank God for 

the gift of sight; think how your vision of 

faith and life might be restored – then ask 

for that!

DO

RECOVER YOUR 
VISION! 
(LUKE 1:1-4; 4:14-21)
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Save us, O Lord our God!
And gather us from the nations,
To give thanks to your holy name,
and make it our glory to praise you.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Grant us, Lord our God,
that we may honour you with all our mind,
and love everyone in truth of heart...
Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 1:4-5. 17-19

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was 
addressed to me saying,

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
before you came to birth I consecrated you;
I have appointed you as prophet to the   
 nations.
So now brace yourself for action.
Stand up and tell them
all I command you.
Do not be dismayed at their presence,
or in their presence I will make you dismayed.
I, for my part, today will make you 
into a fortified city,
a pillar of iron,
and a wall of bronze
to confront all this land:
the kings of Judah, its princes,
its priests and the country people.
They will fight against you
but shall not overcome you,
For I am with you to deliver you – 
It is the Lord who speaks.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 70

Response:
My lips will tell of your help.

1.  In you, O Lord, I take refuge;
  Let me never be put to shame.
  In your justice rescue me, free me:
  pay heed to me and save me. (R.)
2.  Be a rock where I can take refuge,

  a mighty stronghold to save me;
  for you are my rock, my stronghold.
  Free me from the hand of the wicked. (R.)
3.  It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,

  my trust, O Lord, since my youth.
  On you I have leaned from my birth,
  from my mother’s womb you have been  
   my help. (R.)

4.  My lips will tell of your justice
  And day by day of your help.
  O God, you have taught me from my  
   youth
  And I proclaim your wonders still. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13

(For shorter form read between > <)

>A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians.<

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am 
going to show you a way that is better than any 
of them.
 If I have all the eloquence of men or of 
angels, but speak without love, I am simply a 
gong booming or a cymbal clashing. If I have 
the gift of prophecy, understanding all the 
mysteries there are, and knowing everything, 
and if I have faith in all its fullness, to move 
mountains, but without love, then I am nothing 
at all. If I give away all that I possess, piece by 
piece, and if I even let them take my body to 
burn it, but am without love, it will do me no 
good whatever.
 >Love is always patient and kind: it is never 
jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; it is 
never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, 
and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in 
other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is 
always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope and to 
endure whatever comes.
 Love does not come to an end. But if there 
are gifts of prophecy, the time will come when 
they must fail; or the gift of languages, it will 
not continue for ever; and knowledge – for 
this, too, the time will come when it must 
fail. For our knowledge is imperfect and our 
prophesying is imperfect; but once perfection 
comes, all imperfect things will disappear. 
When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, 
and think like a child, and argue like a child, 
but now I am a man, all childish ways are put 
behind me. Now we are seeing a dim reflection 
in a mirror; but then we shall be seeing face 
to face. The knowledge that I have now is 
imperfect; but then I shall know as fully as I am 
known.
 In short, there are three things that last: faith, 
hope and love; and the greatest of these is love.

The word of the Lord.<
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the  
 Lord;
no one can come to the Father except  
 through me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Luke 4:21-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke.

Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, “This 
text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.” 
And he won the approval of all, and they were 
astonished by the gracious words that came 
from his lips.
 They said, “This is Joseph’s son, surely?” 
But he replied, “No doubt you will quote me 
the saying, ‘Physician, heal yourself’ and 
tell me, ‘We have heard all that happened in 
Capernaum, do the same here in your own 
countryside.’” And he went on, “I tell you 
solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his 
own country. 
 “There were many widows in Israel, I can 
assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven 
remained shut for three years and six months 
and a great famine raged throughout the land, 
but Elijah was not sent to any one of these; he 
was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian 

town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there 
were many lepers in Israel, but none of these 
was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.”
 When they heard this everyone in the 
synagogue was enraged. They sprang to their 
feet and hustled him out of the town; and they 
took him up to the brow of the hill their town 
was built on, intending to throw him down 
the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and 
walked away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 

Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O Lord, we bring to your altar
these offerings of our service:
be pleased to receive them, we pray,
and transform them
into the Sacrament of our redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Let your face shine on your servant.
Save me in your merciful love.
O Lord, let me never be put to shame,  
 for I call on you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished by these redeeming gifts,
we pray, O Lord,
that through this help to eternal salvation
true faith may ever increase.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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There is a somewhat peculiar contrast in the reaction of the Nazareth 
people to Jesus in our Gospel reading today. 

Jesus has set out his programme for ministry in terms of the prophet Isaiah and this won 

the approval of all those who heard it. It is not so much Jesus’ local origins as “the son of 

Joseph” which causes the consternation and change of attitude as his declaration that his 

message is not for one privileged group, but for all people.

The two incidents to which Jesus refers apply to the prophet Elijah and his disciple and 

successor Elisha. Both the widow at Zarephath and the Syrian military officer Naaman 

were Gentiles. The implication is that Capernaum is also to some extent foreign territory: 

the townsfolk are depicted as expecting Jesus to perform such works in a properly Jewish 

setting. What seems to enrage them is the notion that Gentiles can share in the good news 

that Jesus brings. They are intent on doing away with him, but he somehow eludes them 

and escapes. 

Thus at the outset of Jesus’ ministry, we find that he is rejected by the very people who 

should have embraced him and his message. This theme will recur through Luke’s two-

volume book, the Gospel and Acts of the Apostles. 

T
he theme runs through the Gospel 

tradition that Jesus’ message is for 

all people and not restricted to any 

one particular group. We may understand 

this easily enough in terms of the split 

between Judaism and Christianity: this 

bitter quarrel is reflected in the writings 

of the New Testament, the Christian 

scriptures.

But the scriptures are addressed to us 

today, in our time and place. Perhaps 

we are being asked today if there are 

people who are considered beyond the 

pale: are there groups who are regarded 

as not acceptable to the community for 

one reason or another? Who are told that 

they are not welcome at the Eucharist? 

And why? What about gay people? Those 

whose married life did not turn out as 

they had hoped and find themselves 

barred from the sacraments? What is the 

good news as far as they are concerned?

One thing apparently not realised, or 

perhaps overlooked, is that the only 

people affected by the official rulings are 

those to whom the Church matters, to 

whom the Eucharist and the sacraments 

are important. There are some who 

attend Mass weekly but do not receive 

Communion because their situation is 

deemed unacceptable. In today’s Gospel 

episode, the townsfolk of Nazareth rise 

up violently against Jesus because he 

points out that the prophets Elijah and 

Elisha ministered in remarkable ways to 

people who were outside the nation of 

Israel: he says that his ministry is along 

the same lines, to those who will accept 

him and his message. Salvation is for all, 

especially those most in need. 

Who are most in need of the love of God 

today? Who feel excluded by the Church? 

What would Jesus do? 

REFLECT
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SAY
The Spirit lives to set  
us free and binds us all  
in unity: walk, walk in 
the light.
(Damian Lundy)

The stories of Elijah and Elisha are found in 

the books of Kings.

There are echoes of the stories of these two 

prophets in Luke’s presentation of Jesus as 

prophet.

Capernaum is the town on the shore of the 

Lake of Galilee which Jesus makes the base 

for his ministry when he leaves Nazareth.

LEARN

Think about how your parish can welcome 

those who feel rejected – and see what you 

can do to draw them into the community.

DO

WHO DOES 
HE THINK 

HE IS? 
(LUKE 4:21-30)

Aerial image of old city houses of Nazareth
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