
 

Children’s liturgy – Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)   

Preparing for worship 
If you are with the children, prepare the materials. If you are running an online session, let 
parents know in advance what is needed and suggest they download and print the 
illustration where possible from cafod.org.uk/childrensliturgy  
Colour: green 
 
Song suggestions: Gather us in (475, Laudate) 
Bread for the world (625, Laudate) 
 
Welcome: Today we hear how Jesus performed a miracle – feeding at least 5000 people 
with five loaves and two fish. Let’s think a bit more about this now…. 
 
Opening prayer: Christ Jesus, you blessed the bread and broke it so that all had enough 
to eat. Bless the food we eat today and encourage us to share it, so that around the 
world, everyone may have enough. Amen. 
 
First reading (optional): 2 Kings 4:42-44 
 
Psalm: Psalm 144:10-11, 15-18 r. 16 
 
Gospel acclamation everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.  
 
Gospel: John 6:1-15 
 
Jesus went across Lake Galilee (or, Lake Tiberias, as it is also called). A large crowd 
followed him, because they had seen his miracles of healing those who were ill. Jesus 
went up a hill and sat down with his disciples. The time for the Passover Festival was 
near. Jesus looked round and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, so he asked 
Philip, “Where can we buy enough food to feed all these people?” (He said this to test 
Philip; actually he already knew what he would do.) 
 
Philip answered, “For everyone to have even a little, it would take more than 200 silver 
coins to buy enough bread.” 
 
Another of his disciples, Andrew, who was Simon Peter’s brother, said, “There is a boy 
here who has five loaves of barley bread and two fish. But they will certainly not be 
enough for all these people.” 
 
“Make the people sit down,” Jesus told them. (There was a lot of grass there.) So all the 
people sat down; there were about 5,000 men. Jesus took the bread, gave thanks to 
God, and distributed it to the people who were sitting there. He did the same with the fish, 
and they all had as much as they wanted. When they were all full, he said to his disciples, 
“Gather the pieces left over; let us not waste any.” So they gathered them all up and filled 
twelve baskets with the pieces left over from the five barley loaves which the people had 
eaten. 
 
Seeing this miracle that Jesus had performed, the people there said, “Surely this is the 
Prophet who was to come into the world!” Jesus knew that they were about to come and 
seize him in order to make him king by force; so he went off again to the hills by himself.  
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(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission*) 
 
Gospel reflection: What do you remember from today’s reading? 
 
Jesus sees a large crowd approaching to hear him teach. And he asks one of his 
disciples, Philip, where they can get some food for the people to eat. What does Philip 
say? 
 
Philip says that it would cost a lot of money to feed that many people – two hundred silver 
coins wouldn’t even be enough to give them a little piece each.  

 
Another disciple, Andrew, finds a boy who has some food with him. What does the boy 
have? 
 
Do you think five loaves and two fish is enough to feed a whole crowd of people? Neither 
did Andrew! But what does Jesus do? 
 
Jesus breaks the bread, gives thanks to God for it and shares it out among the people. 
He does just the same with the two fish. 
 
The people all share together and eat as much as they need. When they have finished, 
the disciples go round to collect all the leftovers. Can you remember how much was left?  
 
Through God’s grace, five loaves and two fish were shared out amongst 5000 people. 
And there were still twelve baskets full of food left at the end! What a miracle! 
 
Jesus is trying to show the crowds that he is the Son of the God. 
 
In our world there are many people who do not have enough food to eat. Your family, or 
families that you know, might have to use a food bank because there’s just not enough 
money to pay for all the things that are needed.  
 
Many families in other countries around the world also struggle to pay for food, or to grow 
enough food because there isn’t enough rain, or there’s too much and the rain destroys 
the crops.  
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus made sure that everyone got what they needed. Everyone in the 
crowd had enough to food to eat. What do you think Jesus would like us to do, if we are 
able to, having heard this story? 
 
Is there anything that you could do to help make sure that everyone has enough food? 
Tell me what you might do in this next week.  
 
Intercessions You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or you can use 
the suggestions below. 
 
God made the world with enough food for everyone, and so we pray together:  
 



 

*Gospel passage taken from: 
Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition) 
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved. 

 
Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of 
Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible Society 
adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b).  

 
Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means except 
as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 
(www.americanbible.org).                      
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We pray for the Church throughout the world: that it may be a true example of Christ’s 
love and generosity to all people. Lord, in your mercy… 
 
We pray for world leaders: that God may inspire them to do what they can to make sure 
that all people have enough to eat. Lord, in your mercy… 
 
We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may share what we can with others so 
that all may have enough. Lord, in your mercy…  
 
Closing prayer: Generous God, we thank you for all you give to us. Help us to think of 
the needs of all people and to love and share with one another, so that all our brothers 
and sisters may have enough to eat. Amen.  
 
Activity suggestions 
Invite the children to colour in the accompanying illustration and on the back to write or 
draw how they will share with others, or what they are able to do to help others locally 
and globally have enough to eat. 
 
Encourage the children to write a prayer for all people who do not have enough to eat in 
the world or a prayer thanking God for the food that they have.  
 
Remind the children to share all that they heard and thought about with the people at 
home during the week. Encourage them to keep count of all the different foods that they 
eat during the week and the countries that they come from, and when they are eating to 
say a prayer of thanks for their food. 
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